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Social 

Grade VI I     

Lesson 3.  The Delhi Sult ans 

  

 
 

 

1. For t if ied set t lement  of  soldier s is known as :  

 a) Hint er land b) Gar r ison t own c) The Masj id d) None of  t hese 

2. The Mongols invaded t he Delhi sult anat e under  t he leader ship of  :   

 a) Akbar  b) Alauudin Khalj i c) Genghiz khan d) None of  t hese 

3. The Dir ect ion which t he Muslims f ace dur ing pr ayer  is called :   

 a) Khut ba b) Ulema c) Khar aj  d) Qibla 

4. Fr om which count r y did I bn Bat t ut a come? . 

 a) I r an b) Kabul c) Mor occo d) Sind 

5. Who int r oduced t oken cur r ency . 

 a) Muhammed – bin - Tughluq b) Alauudin Khalj i  

 c) Raziyya  d) Khizr  Khan 

6. Who was t he successor  of  Muhammad – bin - Tughluq 

 a) I bn Bat t ut a  b) Ghiyasuddin Tughluq  

 c) Fir oz shah Tughluq   d) None of  t hese 

7. Khar aj  was a t ype of  t ax on: 

 a) Houses b) Tr ade c) Cat t le d) Cult ivat ion 

8. Leader  of  t he Namaz is : 

 a) I mam b) Ulemas c) Pat war i d) Wazir  

    

1. b 2. c 3. d 4. c 5. a 6. c 7. d 8. a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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i. The Mongols invaded t he Delhi Sult anat e under  t he leader ship of .   

 a) Akbar  b) Genghiz khan c) Alauddin Khalj i d) Khizr  khanii.  

ii. I qt adar  was also known as 

 a) Manager  b) Account ant  c) Landlor d d) Muqt i 

iii. Alauddin const r uct ed a new generat ed gar r ison t own f or  his soldier s.  The name of  t his t own  was. 

 a) Sir i b)Adilabad c) J ahanpanah d) Fir uzabad 

iv. ________int r oduced ‘t oken’ cur r ency 

 a) Muhammed Tughluq b) Alauddin Khalj i  

 c)  Khizr  khan  d) Raziyya    

v. Which one is not  t r ue in case of  Raziyaa? 

 a) She was t he daught er  of  I lt ut mish 

 b) She  was ver y t alent ed 

 c) She was an able administ r at or  

 d) She r uled happily t ill her  deat h. 

vi. Who among t he f ollowing was not  a Tur kish r uler ? 

 a) Khizr  khan b) Raziyaa c) Balben d) I lt ut mish 

vii. Bot h Alauddin Khalj i and Muhammad Tughluq r aised a lar ge st anding ar my in or der  t o check 

 t he. 

 a) Mughal at t ack b) Mongol at t ack c) Lodi at t ack d) None of  t hese 

 

 

 

 

1. Coins in Delhi under  J ain mer chant s wer e called 

 a) Dehliwal  b) Gold coin 

 c) Bot h of  t hese   d) None of  t hese 

2. Chauhans wer e also called 

 a) Tomar as b) Chahamanas c) Bot h of  t hese d) None of  t hese 

3. Founder  of  Khilj i dynast y was 

 a) J alaluddin Khilj i b) Alauudin Khalj i c) Mohammad Khilj i d) None of  t hese. 

  (i) b ii) d iii) a iv) a v) a vi) b vii) b 

 I I  Mult iple choice quest ions 

 I I I  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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4. Ghiyasuddin Tughluq st ar t ed r uling in  

 A) 1320 b) 1321 c) 1326 d) None of  t hese 

5. The only woman sult an was 

 a) J alaluddin Khilj i b) Alauddin Khalj i c) Muhammad Khilj i d) None of  t hese 

6.  Special slaves wer e called 

 a) Bandagan b) Naukar  c) Ghulam d) None of  t hese 

  

 

 

 

1. Which of  t he f ollowing was not  t he king of  t he Raj put  Dynast y? 

 a) Tomar as b) Ananga Pals c) Pr it hvir aj  chauhan  d) Bahlul Lodi 

2. Which r uler  f ir st  est ablished his capit al at  Delhi? 

 a) Chauhans r uler   b) Tomar a Raj put  r uler  

 c) Tur kish r uler  d) Khalj i dynast y 

3. Who was t he f ir st  slave king of  Delhi sult anat e? 

 a) Qut buddin Aybak b) I lt ut mish c) Raziyya sult an d) Alauddin Khalj i 

4. Who was successor  of  Muhammad-bin-Tughluq? 

 a) Ghiyasuddin Tughluq b) Fir uz Shah Tughluq 

 c) I bn Bat t ula  d) None of  t hese 

5. What  was t he language of  administ r at ion under  t he Delhi Sult ans? 

 a) Ur du b) Per sian c) Hindi d) English 

6. The posit ion of  st anding f acing Mecca dur ing namaj  is known as 

 a) Khut ba b) Qibla c) Sij dash d) Khar aj  

7. I n whose r eign did t he Sult anat e r each it s f ar t hest  ext ent ? 

 a) Tomar a Raj put  b) Raziyya  

 c) Alauddin Khalij i d) Muhammad-bin-Tughluq 

8. Who was Ulema? 

 a)  A slave pur chased f or  milit ar y ser vice  b) A r uler  

 c) A scholar  of  I slamic lear ning  d) An invader  

 

1. a 2. b 3. a 4. a 5. c 6. a 

 I V Mult iple choice quest ions 
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9. A f or t if ied set t lement  wit h soldier s was 

 a) Hint er land b) Gar r ison t own c) J agir  d) None of  t hese 

10. Which was NOT t he kind of  t axes dur ing Delhi Sult anat e? 

 a) Khar aj  b) Tax on cat t les c) Tax on houses d) Bandagans 

11. Khar aj  was a t ype of  t ax on 

 a) Houses b) Cat t le c) Tr ade d) Cult ivat ion 

12. The sult anat e in t he f if t eent h and sixt eent h cent ur ies 

 a) Humayun b) Akbar  c) Babur  d) Aur angzeb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Chauhans also r ef er r ed t o as  _________________ .           

2. I qt adar  was also known as   _________________. 

3. Raziyya was t he daught er  of   Sult an _________________ . 

4. Dur ing pr ayer s, Muslims st and f acing _________________. 

5. Alauddin const r uct ed a new gar r ison t own named _________________ f or  his soldier s. 

 

 

 

i. The Delhi Sult anat e compr ised   _________________ dynast ies. 

ii. Qut buddin Aibak f ounded t he _________________dynast y af t er  t he deat h of  Muhammad 

 Ghor i. 

iii. Raziyya was t he only f emale Sult an of  Delhi who succeeded _________________  

iv. Dur ing Alauddin Khalj i’s r eign, t he _________________ invaded I ndia sever al t imes. 

v. _________________ Cont r olled t he pr ices of  goods in Delhi. 

vi. Sher  shah capt ur ed Delhi and est ablished his own dynast y known as  _________________ 

 dynast y. 

i) Five ii) Slave iii) I lt ut mish iv) Mongols v) Alauddin Khalj i vi) Sur i 

1. d 2. b 3. a 4. b 5. b 6. b 7. d 8. c 

9. b 10. d 11. d 12. b     

1.   Chauhans 2. Muqt i 3. I llut mish 4. Meca 5. Sir i 

I  Fill in the Blanks 

I I  Fill in the Blanks 
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1. Delhi was f ull of   _________________ mer chant s. 

2. Balban r uled f r om _________________ . 

3. Founder  of  Lodi Dynast y was _________________  

4. The _________________ of  t awar ikh wer e lear ned men. 

5. A gar r ison is a  _________________ set t lement . 

6. Muqt i was checked by  _________________ of  king. 

1. J aina 2. 1266 – 1287  3. Bahlul Lodhi 4. Aut hor s 5. For t if ied 6. Account ant s 

 

 

1. ___________ dynast y r uled Delhi bef or e t he Tughluqs. 

2. Tar ikh or  Tawar ikh wer e wr it t en in ___________ 

3. ___________ was built  by t wo r uler s Qut buddin Aybak  and I lt ut mish. 

4. ___________ is a ser mon dur ing Fr iday pr ayer  in t he Mosque.  

5. Leader  of  t he Namaz is ___________. 

6.Raziyya sult an r uled f r om ___________t o 1240 AD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Khalhj i 2. Per sian 3. Qut b Minar  4. Khut ba 5. I mam 6. 1236 

Column A Column B 

a. A t r aveller  f r om Mor occo i)  Delhiwal 

b. J ahanpanah ii) I bn Bat ut a 

c. Coins mint ed in Delhi iii) Shamsuddin I lt ut mish 

d. Mongol invader  iv) Ruler  of  t he wor ld 

e. Ear ly Tur kish r uler  v) Genghis khan 

a. ii b. iv c. i d. v e. iii 

I  Mat ch the f ollowing  

I I I  Fill in the Blanks 

I V Fill in the Blanks 
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Column A Column B 

1. Khar aj  a. 1219 

2. Tawar ikh b. I qt adar  

3. I qt a c. Account s of  Sult an 

4. Genghis khan d) Tax 

1. d 2. c 3. b 4. a 

Column A Column B 

i. I mam  a) Built  in t he r eign of  Muhammad Tughluq 

ii. Ser mon b) Khar aj  

iii. Mot h ki Masj id c) Muslim spir it ual leader  

iv. Begumpur i mosque d) Favour ed slaves 

v.  Taxes on cult ivat ion e) built  in t he r eign of  Sikandar  Lodi 

vi.  I lt ut mish f ) Khut ba 

i) c ii) f  iii) e iv) a v) b vi) d 

I I  Mat ch the f ollowing  

I I I  Mat ch the f ollowing  
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1. Lar ge st epped wells wer e called quiblas. 

2. The sur f ace of  t he Qut bMinar  in cur ved and angular . 

3. Akbar ’s capit al was at  Agr a. 

4. Diwan – i- khas also descr ibed as Chihil sut un. 

5. Muslim sult an did not  claim t o be incar nat ion of  God. 

 

 

i). The Mongols never  dar ed t o at t ack on t he Delhi Sult anat e dur ing t he r eign of  Alauddin Khalj i. 

ii. The aut hor s of  Tawar ikh wer e j ust  lit er at e men. 

iii. The Delhi Sult ans built  sever al mosques in cit ies all over  t he sub cont inent . 

iv. The ‘t oken’ cur r ency int r oduced by Muhammad Tughluq was made of  gold and silver . 

v. Sher  Shah’s administ r at ion became t he model f or  Akbar  who f ollowed t he same pat t er n of  

administ r at ion became t he model f or  Akbar  who f ollowed t he same  pat t er n of  administ r at ion 

while consolidat ing t he Mughul empir e. 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Dehliwal a. Tr aveller  f r om Mor occo 

2. Shamsuddin I lt ut mish b. Coins mint ed in Delhi 

3. Sanct uar y of  t he wor ld  c. Mongol invader  

4. Genghis khan d. J ahanpanah 

5. Genghis khan e. Ear ly  

1. b 2. e 3. b 4. a 5. c 

1. False 2. Tr ue 3. Tr ue 4. Tr ue 5. Tr ue 

i) False ii) False iii) Tr ue iv) False v) Tr ue 

 I  True or False 

 I I  True or False 

I V Mat ch the f ollowing  
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1. The last  Tughluq r uler  was Fir oz Shah Tughluq. 

2. I lt ut mish r uled in 1232. 

3. The Sult anat e collect ed t axed f r om peasant r y. 

4. Mot h ki Masj id was built  by Sikandar  Lodi. 

5. Dur ing pr ayer , Muslims st and f acing Mecca . 

 

1. Tr ue 2. Tr ue 3. Tr ue 4. Tr ue False 5. Tr ue 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Delhi became an impor t ant  cit y under  t he r ule of  Tomar as and Chauhans. 

2. Minhaj -i-sir aj  was in f avour  of  Queen’s r ule in Delhi. 

3. Delhi’s aut hor it y was challenged by Mongols’ invasions. 

4. The iqt adar d wer e called Samant as. 

5. J alaluddin est ablished t he Lodi dynast y. 

6. Delhi-i- Kuhna was oldest  of  f our  cit ies of  Delhi and was est ablished by Muhammad Bin 

 Tughluq.  

 

1. Tr ue 2. False 3. Tr ue 4. False 5. False 6. Tr ue  

 

 

 

 

1.  Which ruler f irst  established his or her capit al at  Delhi? 

Tomar a Raj put s wer e t he f ir st  r uler s t o est ablish t heir  capit al at  Delhi.  

2.  What  was t he language of  administ rat ion under the Delhi Sultans? 

 Per sian language. 

3.  I n whose reign did t he Sultanat e reach its f art hest  extent ? 

 Muhammad Tughluq’s r eign 

 Very Short  Answer Quest ions  

 I I I  True or False 

 I V True or False 
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4.  According t o the ‘circle of  Just ice’ why was it  import ant  f or milit ary commanders t o 

keep the  int erest s of  t he peasant ry  in mind? 

Soldier s r eceived t heir  salar ies f r om t he r evenue collect ed f r om peasant s.  That  is why 

milit ar y commander s kept  t he int er est  of  peasant s in t heir  mind. 

5.  What  is meant  by the ‘internal’ and ext ernal f ront iers of  t he Sult anate? 

 ‘I nt er nal’ f r ont ier  of  t he Sulnat e meant  t he hint er land of  t he cit ies.  The ‘ext er nal’ 

f r ont ier s of  t he Sult nat e wer e ar eas which wer e not  under  t he cont r ol of  t he Sult an. 

6.  Do you think t he authors of  t awarikh would provide inf ormat ion about  t he lives of  

ordinary men and women?  

 No, t hey most ly wr ot e about  Sult ans only t o get  r ich r ewar ds. 

7.  Name t he various rulers under Rajput  dynast y.  

 i. Tomar as (1130 – 1165) wit h most  impor t ant  r uler  being Ananga Pala 

 ii. Chauhans (1165 – 1192) wit h most  impor t ant  r uler  being Pr it hvir aj  Chauhan. 

8.  Who were the early Turkish rulers? 

 i. Qut ubuddin Aibak  (1206 – 1210) 

 ii. Shamsuddin I lt ut mish (1210 – 1236) 

 iii. Raziyya   (1236 – 1240) 

 iv. Balban   (1266 – 1287) 

9.  Who were the rulers under Khilj i dynast y? 

 i) J alaluddin Khilj i  (1290 – 1296) 

 ii) Alauddin Khilj i  (1296 – 1316) 

10.  Who were the main rulers under Tughluq dynast y? 

 i) Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq (1320 – 1324) 

 ii) Muhammad Tughlaq (1324 – 1351) 

 iii) Fir oz shah Tughlaq (1351 – 1388) 

11.  How  do come t o know about  the Delhi Sultanat e? 

 I nscr ipt ions coins and ar chit ect ur e pr ovide a lot  of  inf or mat ion but  especially valuable 

ar e ‘hist or ies’, t ar ikh (singular ) /  t awar ikh (plur al) wr it t en in Per sian, t he language of  

administ r at ion under  t he Delhi Sult ans. 
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12.  Who were aut hors of  tawarikh? 

 The aut hor s of  t awar ikh wer e lear ned men including secr et ar ies, administ r at or s, poet s 

and cour t ier s who bot h  r ecount ed event s and advised r uler s on gover nance, emphasising t he 

impor t ance of  j ust  r ule. 

13.  Ment ion the f our stages in making a manuscript .  

 i) Pr epar ing t he paper   ii) Wr it ing t he t ext  

 iii) Melt ing gold t o high light  impor t ant  wor ds and passages. I v) Pr epar ing t he binding 

14.  What  is birt hright ? 

 Bir t hr ight  is pr ivileges claimed on account  of  bir t h.  For  example, people believed t hat  

nobles inher it ed t heir  r ight s t o gover n because t hey wer e bor n in cer t ain f amilies. 

15.  What  are gender dist inct ions? 

 Gender  dist inct ions ar e social and biological dif f er ence bet ween women and men.  

Usually, t hese dif f er ences ar e used t o ar gue t hat  men ar e super ior  t o women. 

16.  What  is hinterland? 

 The lands adj acent  t o a cit y or  por t  t hat  supply it  wit h goods and ser vices. 

17.  Def ine garrison t own.  

 I t  is a f or t if ied set t lement , wit h soldier s. 

 

 

 

 

1.   How did Delhi became a capit al? 

 i) Delhi f ir st  became t he capit al of  a kingdom under  t he Tomar  Raj put s, who wer e 

def eat ed in t he middle of  t he t welf t h cent ur y by t he Chauhans (also r ef er r ed t o as 

chahamanas) of  Aj mer . 

 ii) I t  was under  t he Tomar s and Chauhans t hat  Delhi became an impor t ant  commer cial 

cent r e. 

 

 

 

 

 

Short  Answer Quest ions  
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2.  What  were the limit at ions of  authors of  tawarikh? 

i) They lived  in cit ies like Delhi and har dly ever  in villages. 

ii) They of t en wr ot e t heir  hist or ies f or  Sult ans in t he hope of  r ich r ewar ds. 

iii) These aut hor s advised r uler s on t he need t o pr eser ve an or der  based on bir t hr ight  

and gender  dist inct ions.  I t  was not  shar ed by ever ybody. 

3.   What  did Minhaj  – i- siraj  t hink about  Raziyya? 

 i) Minhaj  – i-sir aj  a chr onicler  ar ound 1236 t hought  t hat  Raziyya. I lt ut mish’s  daught er  

was mor e able and qualif ied t han her  br ot her s. 

  ii) However  she could not  become t he r uler  since it  was not  or dained by God, as women 

wer e supposed t o be subor dinat e t o men.  

 iii) Her  at t empt s t o r ule independent ly f ailed and she was r emoved in 1240. 

4.  What  was t he posit ion of  Delhi Sultans in t he 13 t h cent ury? 

 i) I n t he ear ly 13 t h cent ur y t he cont r ol of  t he Delhi sult ans r ar ely went  beyond heavily 

f or t if ied t owns occupied by gar r isons. 

 ii) The Sult ans seldom cont r olled t he hint er land of  t he cit ies and wer e t her ef or e, dependent  

upon t r ade, t r ibut e or  plunder  f or  supplies. 

5.  Why was cont rolling garrison t owns  dif f icult ? 

 i. Cont r olling gar r ison t owns in dist ant  Bengal and Sind f r om Delhi was ext r emely 

dif f icult .  

  ii) Rebellion, war , even bad weat her  could snap f r agile communicat ion r out es, Mongol 

invasion f ur t her  weakened t he sult anat e. 

6.  What  is a mosque? Who has the chief  authorit y in it ? 

  i) A mosque is called a masj id in Ar abic, is a place wher e a Muslim pr ost r at es in 

r ever ence t o Allah. 

  ii) I n a congr egat ional mosque (masj id –i-j ami or  j ama masj id) Muslims r ead t heir  pr ayer s 

( namaz) t oget her . 

  iii) Member s of  t he congr egat ion choose t he most  r espect ed lear ned male as t heir  leader  

(imam) f or  t he ser mon (Khut ba) dur ing t he Fr iday pr ayer s. 
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7.  How did Sultans promot e I slam? 

  i) The Delhi Sult ans built  sever al mosques in cit ies all over  t he subcont inent . 

  ii) These demonst r at ed t heir  claims t o be pr ot ect or s of  I slam and Muslims. 

  iii) Mosques also helped t o cr eat e t he sense of  a communit y of  believer s who shar ed a 

belief  syst em and a code of  conduct . 

  iv) I t  was necessar y t o r einf or ce t he idea of  a communit y as Muslims belonged t o 

dif f er ent  backgr ounds. 

8.  Why were bandagans import ant ? 

  i) The ear ly Delhi Sult ans especially, I lt ut mish, f avour ed t heir  special slaves pur chased 

f or  milit ar y ser vice called ‘bandagan’ in Per sian. 

  ii) They wer e car ef ully t r ained t o man some of  t he most  impor t ant  polit ical of f ices in t he 

kingdom. 

  iii) Since t hey wer e t ot ally dependent  upon t heir  mast er , t he Sult ans could t r ust  and r ely 

upon t hem. 

9.  Who were client s? 

  i) The Khalj is and Tughluqs cont inued t o use bandagan and also r aised people of  humble 

bir t h, who wer e t heir  client s, t o high posit ions like gover nor s and gener als. 

  ii) Client  is someone who is under  t he pr ot ect ion of  anot her , a dependent , a subor dinat e 

or  a ser vant  – anot her  name f or  bandagan/ slave. 

  iii) They wer e appoint ed as gener als and gover nor .  However , t his also int r oduced an 

element  of  polit ical inst abilit y. 

10.  To whom were slaves and client s loyal? What  problems emerged on their succession? 

 i) Slaves and client s wer e loyal t o t heir  mast er s and pat r ons, but  not  t o t heir  heir s. 

  ii) New sult ans had t heir  own ser vant s.  As a r esult  t he accession of  a new monar ch of t en 

saw conf lict  bet ween t he old and t he new nobilit y. 

  iii) The pat r onage of  t hese humble people by t he Delhi Sult ans shocked many elit es and 

t he aut hor s of  Per sian t awar ikh cr it icised t he Delhi Sult ans f or  appoint ing t he low bor n t o 

high of f ices. 
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11.  What  were the t hree t ypes of  taxes imposed in Delhi Sultanat e? 

  i) Taxed  wer e on cult ivat ion called Khar aj  and amount ing t o about  50% of  t he peasant ’s 

pr oduce 

 ii) Taxes on cat t le. 

 iii) Taxes on houses. 

12.  How did,  according t o I bn Bat t uta,  chief t ains prot ect  t hemselves? 

  i) Accor ding t o I bn Bat t ut a t he chief t ains f or t if ied t hemselves in mount ains, in r ocky, 

uneven and r ugged places as well as in bamboo gr oves. 

  ii) Fur t her  chief t ains lived in f or est s which wer e t heir  r ampant s and wher e no one could 

ent er . 

13.  What  happened t o Delhi Sult anat e af ter 1526? 

 i) By 1526 Delhi Sult anat e was r educed t o Delhi and Agr a.  

  ii) By t hen, J aunpur , Bengal, Malwa, Guj ar at , Raj ast han and t he ent ir e Sout h I ndia had 

independent  r uler s who had est ablished f lour ishing st at es and pr osper ous capit als. 

 iii) This also saw emer gence of  new r uling gr oups like t he Af ghans and t he Raj put s. 

14.  Write a  short  note on Qutub- ud- din Aibak.  

 i) Qut ub-ud-din Aibak had st ar t ed his car eer  as a humble slave of  Muhammad Ghor i. 

 ii) He r ose t o pr ominence af t er  his mast er ’s deat h in 1206. 

 iii) He consolidat ed his power  t hr ough mat r imonial alliance.  He got  t he Quwwat -ul- I slam 

mosque const r uct ed at  Delhi and Aj mer . 

 iv) He st ar t ed t he const r uct ion of  Qut ub Minar  in memor y of  t he suf isaint , Qut ubuddin 

Bakht iyar  Kaki. 

v) He died in 1210 while playing Polo at  Lahor e. 

15.  Write a short  note on Raziya sult an.  

 i) I lt ut mish nominat ed his daught er  as his successor  in 1236 

 ii) She was t he only woman Sult an t o r ule over  I ndia. 

 iii) Being a woman, she f aced gr eat  opposit ion and r ebellion f r om t he nobles.  She was 

br ave, int elligent  and a j ust  r uler . 

 iv) She lat er  mar r ied Alt unia t o r ecover  t he t hr one. 

 v) She lat er  mar r ied Alt unia t o r ecover  t he t hr one. 

vi) However , t he nobles plot t ed against  her  and she was put  t o deat h in 1240 as t hey 

f ound it  humiliat ing t o wor k at  her  command. 
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16.  Write a short  note on Muhammad bin Tughlaq.  

 i) He was a gr eat  scholar  and was bot h wise and cr uel. 

 ii) He is known f or  his r ef or mat ion.  He lacked pr act ical wisdom. 

iii) Due t o t his, his weakness r esult ed in r epeat ed at t acks in many par t s of  t he kingdom. 

 

  

 

1.  What  were t he st eps taken t o ensure that  muqt is perf ormed t heir  dut ies? Why do you 

t hink t hey may have wanted t o def y t he orders of  t he sultans? 

i) The of f ice of  t he muqt is was made non-inher it able. 

ii) They wer e given iqt as f or  a shor t  per iod of  t ime bef or e being shif t ed. 

iii) Account ant s wer e appoint ed by t he st at e t o check amount  of  r evenue collect ed by t he 

muqt is. 

iv) Vigil was maint ained t o see t hat  muqt is collect ed only t he t axes f ixed by st at e only. 

v) He was allowed t o keep only t he r equir ed quant it y of  soldier s. 

2.  What  was t he impact  of  the Mongol invasions on t he Delhi Sultanat e? 

i) As a r esult  of  Mongol invasion on Delhi, t he sult ans r aised a lar ge and well equipped 

ar my. 

ii) To mat ch t he expenses of  such a lar ge number  of  soldier s addit ional t axes had t o be 

collect ed. 

iii) Alauddin who f aced t he maximum of  such at t acks, paid salar y in cash t o soldier s. 

iv) Muhammed Tughlaq st ar t ed t oken cur r ency t o pay soldier s. 

v)  I nt er nal pr oblem wit hin t he Ganga- Yamuna doab developed f or  Delhi.  Sult ans as t hey 

t r ied t o st op Mongol invasions. 

3.  Write a not e on Khilj i dynast y 

 i) Balban’s successor s wer e ver y weak. Gr adually, one of  t he commander s, J alaluddin 

Khilj i est ablished t he Khilj i dynast y (1290 – 1296). 

 ii) He was mur dur ed by his ambit ious nephew Alauddin. 

 iii) Alauudin  Khilj i was an able commander  and a gr eat  administ r at or . 

 iv) He conquer ed Guj ar at , Malwa, Rant hambor  and Chit t or . 

 v) Alauddin was a gr eat  r ef or mer  and is f amous f or  his social r ef or ms 

 vi) He was even successf ul in count er ing t he Mongol at t ack. Alauuddin’s empir e was as 

lar ge as t hat  of  Ashoka. 

vii) Ghazi malik, mur der ed t he last  r uler  of  Khilj i dynast y, khusr an khan and occupied t he 

t hr one of  Delhi. 
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4.  Describe t he administ rat ion under Delhi Sultanat e. 

The Muslim st at e was a t heocr at ic st at e.  The Sult an r uled in t he name of  God and I slam 

was t he r eligion of  t he st at e. 

Cent ral Administ rat ion 

i) The Sult an was  at  t he head of  bot h civil and milit ar y administ r at ion. 

ii) He car r ied on t he administ r at ion wit h t he help of  a number  if  minist er s like Wazir , 

Diwan ( t he f inance Minist er ) and t he Qazi (Chief  J ust ice). 

Ar my 

The st anding ar my was dir ect ly under  t he cont r ol of  Sult an.  The Ar my Minist er  was 

called Diwani – i- Ar iz. 

Pr ovincial Administ r at ion 

The empir e was divided int o a number  of  pr ovinces headed by gover nor s called Naib 

Sult an. 

Local Adminst r at ion. 

 The pr ovinces wer e f ur t her  divided int o Shiqdar . 

 

5.  Describe t he I qta syst em as developed under Delhi Sultanat e.  

 i) The nobilit y was a power f ul gr oup under  t he Sult anat e per iod. 

 ii) I nst ead of  paying cash salar y t o an of f icer , t he st at e gr ant ed him a cer t ain r evenue 

ar ising f r om a piece of  land or  village r eser ved f or  t he pur pose. 

 iii)The land gr ant s wer e known as I qt as and t heir  holder s wer e called I qt adar s. 

 iv)  The I qt adar s wer e even r esponsible f or  maint aining law and or der  in t he I qt a and 

supply soldier s in t imes of  war . 

6.  How do we  know about  Delhi Sult anate? 

 i) I nscr ipt ions, coins, ar chit ect ur e, hist or ical r ecor ds (t ar ikh /  t awar ikh in Per sian 

language) ar e t he impor t ant  sour ces of  knowing about  Delhi Sult anat e. 

 ii) Tawar ikh was composed by lear ned men, poet s and cour t ier s who advised r uler s on 

impor t ant  issues. 

 iii) Minhaj -i- Sir aj , wr ot e t hat  women wer e supposed t o play subor dinat e r ole and t his 

or der  had been set  by God and it  could not  be violat ed. 

7.  How did Delhi Sultanat e expand? 

 i)  I n t he 13 t h cent ur y, Delhi sult ans r uled in Delhi which was heavily f or t if ied by 

gar r isons. 

 ii) Sult ans never  cont r olled t he hint er land of  t he cit ies and t hus, had t o depend on t r ade, 

plunder  and t r ibut e f or  supply. 

 iii) The r eal expansions of  Delhi Sult anat e came in t hr ee phases. 

Phase I  :  Consolidat ion 

 i)  The init ial phase of  Delhi Sult anat e aimed t o consolidat e t he hint er land of  t he 

gar r ison t owns. 
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 ii) For  t his, f or est s wer e clear ed in t he Ganga, Yamuna Doab and nomadic past or alist s 

wer e dr iven away.  Peasant s wer e made t o encour age agr icult ur e. 

 iii) New f or t s and t owns wer e cr eat ed t o pr ot ect  t r ade r out es and pr ovide r egional 

t r ade. 

Phase I I  :  Expansion 

 i) The expansion of  t he Delhi Sult anat e t ook place on t he ext er nal f r ont ier  of  t he 

Sult anat e. 

 ii) The expansion st ar t ed under  t he r ule of  Alauddin Khilj i and cont inued t ill t he r ule of  

Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq. 

 iii) Dur ing t his per iod sult anat e t r oops got  elephant s, hor ses slaves t er r it or ies and 

pr ecious met als. 

Phase I I I :  Territ ories 

i) By t he end of  Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq’s r ule, Sult anat e ar mies had mar ched in  a lar ge par t  

of  t he cont inent . 

ii) Rivel ar mies wer e def eat ed. 

iii) For  maint enance, t he Sult anat e ar mies had t o collect  t axes f r om t he peasant s. 

 

8.  Give a comparat ive study of  Alauddin Khilj i and Muhammad- Bin- Tughlaq 

S. No.  Alauudin Khilj i Muhammad- bin- Tughlaq 

1. He r aised a lar ge st anding ar my t o 

f ace Mongol invasion 

He def eat ed t he Mongols and r aised a huge 

st anding ar my t o 

2. He const r uct ed a new gar r ison 

t own called Sir i f or  his ar my 

He empt ied t he oldest  of  t he f our  cit ies of  Delhi 

(Delhi-i- Kuhna) of  it s r esident s and gar r isoned 

his soldier s t her e. 

3. Soldier  wer e maint ained f r om 50% 

t ax collect ed f r om peasant s of  t he 

Ganga-Yamuna Doab 

I n addit ion t o t axes on peasant s, addit ional t axes 

wer e collect ed t o maint ain a huge st anding ar my 

4. Soldier s wer e paid in cash.  

Alauddin himself  f ixed  pr ices and 

punished who violat ed his or der s 

He paid salar y in cash.  He int r oduced a t oken 

cur r ency of  cheap met als which could be 

count er f eit ed easily. 

5. He was a successf ul administ r at or  

and f aced Mongol invasion wit h 

ease. 

His administ r at ive r ef or ms f ailed.  His campaign 

t o Kashmir  was a disast er ; addit ional t axes led t o 

r evolt  in t he Ganga plains. 

 

 


